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	This news and updates summary is a roundup of newsworthy developments, both infrastructure and experience, at the lodges. It is also a springboard for conversations around emerging travel trends we are seeing and responding to at the 20 Luxury Lodges of Australia.

	Luxury Lodges of Australia Resources

	A Trusted Resource





Media and Trade Portal





Media Backgrounders 
	The Luxury Lodges of Australia website is a one-stop distillation of travel information, advice and insider tips for the 20 lodges, their combined 350+ experiences, their regions and essential destination information for high end travellers. It showcases the rich and diverse places, experiences and people of the Luxury Lodges of Australia collection. www.luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au 
Our media and trade portal provides easy access to a comprehensive set of media resources and assets including image and video libraries.  http://www.luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au/trade-media Simply sign up (no password required) and bookmark this page for easy reference and regular updates. 
A suite of media backgrounders includes a roundup of media bites with links to diverse experiences, current travel drivers and themes including astrotourism, wellness and wellbeing, produce, provenance and people, family travel, First Nations experiences, art & design and more.

	Significant Updates

	Significant investment and infrastructure development.
Same epic experience…






New ultra-luxe Saffire Jewel villa








A 40 year legacy and still defining new expeditions and adventures in some of the remotest coastal locations







Continuous innovation and investment by Morris Escapes on Orpheus Island and at Mt Mulligan Lodge



A Lizard Island refresh


El Questro continues to showcase First Nations cultural experiences in ground-breaking Indigenous Land Use partnership

Investment imminent for Sal Salis Ningaloo reef






Women Leading Lodges











Australia, the antidote to overcrowded, overheated and overpriced





Dark Sky and Astro-awareness 
More than just a hot spot for events










Getting under the skin of the Australia you don’t know












Accessing the vast unexplored  Northwest corner of Australia





	Bullo River Station, a conservation and sustainability-driven luxury lodge and remote working cattle station set on some 405,000 acres in the East Kimberley region of the Northern Territory, is 12 months into a major infrastructure project led by leading Australian interior designer Sibella Court is now well underway. The works include the renewal of its homestead and guest accommodation, an evolution that elevates the guest experience while honouring legacy and remaining deeply grounded in place. The lodge will reopen in May 2027, and reservations are now open. More

Saffire Freycinet work is underway on a new three-bedroom ultra-luxe villa set separately to the main lodge’s sixteen suites, with capacity to sleep up to six adults as well as children. Named ‘Saffire Jewel’, Saffire’s private villa will open in December 2026 and is ideally suited to families, corporate retreats or small group travellers. Jewel has been designed specifically in response to growing demand for exclusive, more intimate group travel. The lodge’s guest suites are also currently receiving upgrades to their interiors. An additional four-bedroom private villa is also planned for the future. More

True North celebrates 40 years of operations in 2027 and has announced a new sailing schedule for the season including guest favourites like the Kimberley and Great Barrier Reef as well as brand new adventures to be announced including: 
North of Ningaloo – Turquoise lagoons, manta rays, and the untouched Rowley Shoals – a journey along Western Australia’s final ocean frontier.
Great Barrier Reef Explorer – A 10-night adventure featuring coral gardens, tropical islands, and a day at Osprey Reef — one of Australia’s most spectacular dive and snorkel locations.
More.

Orpheus Island Lodge reopened in July 2026 following a renovation to its North Beachfront rooms, villas and suites with architects and interior designers Dubois effectively creating more space, with higher ceilings and a seamless indoor-outdoor feel using natural materials and coastal colours. More
Mt Mulligan Lodge will reveal a new spa later this year including a revitalising mineral pool. 
Lizard Island is undergoing a refreshment to its guest and front of house areas and will reduce inventory of its entry-level suites in favour of new investment in its pavilion-style more exclusive accommodation offering. 
El Questro Homestead will introduce a new Monbulla cruise with the delivery of a new pontoon boat and full day First Nations cultural experience, while new luxury safari vehicles are also on their way.  

At Sal Salis, architects Woods Bagot will lead a soft refurbishment over the next 18 months replacing the canvas tents, while the whole guest experience will undergo a refresh with a focus on local food, wines and experiences. Sal Salis owners, Journey Beyond have recently purchased the Exmouth Dive & Whale Shark tour operators and will be expanding experiences for Sal Salis guests including snorkelling the fringing reefs.  

A new league of female general managers is taking the lead in evolving the culture of hospitality and service at properties across the Luxury Lodges of Australia collection including Frances Pollock, General Manager at Arkaba following a several years as co-owner and host at Wooleen Station in outback Western Australia where she led the property’s regenerative agriculture and development of authentic outback experiences. 
Across the member lodges, qualia has welcomed esteemed hospitality professional Rebecca Hamey as general manager, Bridie Bush heads up Capella Lodge, Louise Lanyon is general manager at Longitude 131, Robyn Bautovich leads the charge at Southern Ocean Lodge, Catherine Atkins co-manages Bullo River Station and Hannah McCormick heads up The Louise in the Barossa. 

The highly publicised reaction to extreme weather conditions and overtourism around the world and an increasing desire to avoid crowds is redefining seasonality and inspiring interest to travel deeper in a destination. Australia’s natural isolation, made accessible for luxury travellers is the antithesis to travelling with crowds of tourists.  Rare access to place, skilled hosts and guides and experiences are the key to Australia’s understated and uncrowded luxury offering.

Australia is a veritable dark sky hot spot for major astro-events over the next 15 years, including the Total Solar Eclipse in July 2028, which will be seen from several vantage points across Australia. Reclaim the wonder of darkness in Australia where the night sky paints a picture that has been interpreted by our First Nations people for over 60,000 years. 
The country’s vast land and skyscape, untainted by urban sky glow, provides some of the most exceptional celestial clarity experienced by stargazers past and present. The remote, regional locations of the lodges provide unparalleled access to these night skies in different ways, including dinners under the stars, expert guides interpreting constellations, luxury ‘swag’ sleepouts, nocturnal wildlife watching, art installations. See more here 

 Australia is vast, the same size as the USA (minus Alaska), around twice the size of continental Europe, and absolutely not a ‘one-trip’ destination. The concept of ‘cluster itineraries’ makes tackling Australia’s enormous diversity of experience and the discovery of relatively unexplored regions highly appealing. Improved direct air access to regional airports has made these itineraries even easier to do. In line with the growing desire to travel slower and more deeply, these itineraries offer a deeper discovery of a region and its diverse landscapes, people, produce and culture. Examples include South Australia’s The Louise, Southern Ocean Lodge and Arkaba Conservancy, Tropical North Queensland’s Trifecta Silky Oaks Lodge, Lizard Island and Mt Mulligan Lodge and the great North West’s Bullo River Station, El Questro Homestead, Bamurru Plains and True North Adventure Cruises.  
New to the Luxury Lodges of Australia website is a wonderful selection of these cluster itineraries, many along special interest themes or destinations. 

More accessible than ever… Bullo River Station, Bamurru Plains, El Questro Homestead and True North in the vast Kimberley and Top End regions. 
Premium airline scheduling has made it easier to seamlessly access this remote part of Australia: Direct Singapore – Darwin with Singapore Airlines and Qantas is a game changer for access to one of the most remote and extraordinary wilderness areas in Australia, if not the world. This access makes for a seamless itinerary across up to four diverse lodges, accessible in a way that has never been seen before.

	Our Halo Effect




























Sustainability & positive impact  











A high value proposition 





Villas within lodges – meeting the rising trend for extended family and friend travel 


















Small Group Retreats




Media contacts: 

Penny Rafferty
+61 428 633 408
penny@luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au

Sarah Shields 
+61 425 318 966
media@luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au 

Julie Earle-Levine
917673 3095 in New York
Julie@julieearle.net

	All 20 lodges partner extensively, often exclusively, with local producers of food and drinks, designers, artists, creators, specialist guides and wellness experts as well as local tour operators and tradespeople. The operation of one luxury lodge can have a significant and exponential effect on the economy and the community of the region they are located in.  
20 Luxury Lodges of Australia collectively offer more than 350 experiences, partnering with more than 4,000 other small, local Australian businesses. From local specialist guides to suppliers, the small scale, often sustainable or regenerative food producers, fishers, cheesemongers, winemakers, distillers and brewers who together bring a fresh innovative taste of the location to the daily changing menus, to local artists and artisans from all disciplines. 
This sustained economic support for suppliers acts as further incentive for small businesses to set up in nearby regional locations, enriching the community and offering a genuine sense of place for visiting guests. 
The term ‘halo effect’ describes the rich tapestry of experience created for guests that extends beyond just a stay but shines the light on all the components that are intrinsic contributors to the rich, dynamic character of a lodge.
A great and enduring example is the Lake House in Victoria’s Daylesford spa country, where the restaurant’s exclusive use of local and sustainably produced ingredients led to a proliferation of small and artisan producers, which in turn has contributed to the region’s growth and appeal as a food-tourism destination. In addition, guests are able to visit Dairy Flat Farm by Lake House, their own regenerative farm, to taste, see and learn about provenance, flavour, nutrition and the passion for these suppliers for regenerative, sustainable farming. Guests are connecting with and supporting the local community just by staying at the lodge. More

Core to the ‘why’ of each lodge’s existence is the contribution to and protection of the ecological and cultural sustainability of the environments and communities in which they operate. This symbiotic positive impact is essential to the ongoing appeal of a destination and ultimately to the sustained success of the business. Sustainable operations and regenerative impact are rising fast as consumer expectations. Travellers are conscious of the impact of their travel on the places they visit, and so ‘travel with purpose’ is a principal focus for each lodge. The initiatives in place vary according to the destination, its natural environment, wildlife, community and culture. Citizen science opportunities that are both educational and enriching for guests are increasingly popular as guests seek a more active, positive connection with the environment. Visit the dedicated sustainability page with up-to-date information on each of the lodges here.   
In today’s global economic climate, the value proposition offered by Australia and the Luxury Lodges is compelling. The inclusive rate structures and seamless offering of experiences of the destination, of excellent, local produce-led dining and wines and natural isolation and exclusivity of access to place will once again appeal to those looking to connect with each other, and with the people and places they’re visiting on holidays. 
The rise and rise of extended family and friend travel, multi-generational and multi-family gatherings is creating a new dynamic for small luxury properties. Travel has become the keystone for marking connection between people who matter most to each other but may be scattered all over the world, celebrations of time and events, escapes and those all-important zero birthdays.
The ‘Villa within a Luxury Lodge’, positioned in prime ‘wow’ locations, with all the experiential offerings, hospitality excellence and personalised service and amenities of a luxury lodge is super-appealing for travellers on ‘celebration escapes’ and small groups of friends and multi-family, or multi-generation gatherings. Private luxury villas in the collection include: 
Dairy Flat Lodge, Lake House, Daylesford VIC 
Baillie Pavilion, Southern Ocean Lodge, Kangaroo Island SA 
The Residence, qualia, Great Barrier Reef, QLD 
The House at Lizard Island, Great Barrier Reef QLD
Daintree Pavilion, Silky Oaks Lodge, Tropical North QLD
Dune Pavilion, Longitude 131°, Uluru NT
Outback Pavilion, Mt Mulligan Lodge, Northern Outback QLD
Private Lodge, Spicers Peak Lodge, Scenic Rim QLD
Jabiru Suite, Bamurru Plains, Top End, NT
The Jewel, Saffire Freycinet, TAS – coming December 2026.

In addition to the private villas, around half of the lodges have between 4 – 16 guest suites and their layout and operational style are suited to small group bookings or a full property buyout that suit the dynamic of these extended friends and family gatherings, or for highly tailored corporate retreats and meetings. 



MEDIA CONTACTS
Sarah Shields | +61 425 318 966 | media@luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au
Julie Earle-Levine | 917673 3095 (New York City) | julie@julieearle.net
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