
WHERE TO STAY
INSIDER REPORTS ON THE BEST SPOTS TO BED DOWN. EDITED BY LYDIA BELL

A WIN IN  

THE ASHES

FIRST LOOK

SOUTHERN OCEAN LODGE HAS RISEN LIKE A PHOENIX IN THE 

WAKE OF THE BUSHFIRES THAT DEVASTATED THE DEEP NATURE 

OF AUSTRALIA’S KANGAROO ISLAND. BY CHLOE SACHDEV
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Top row, from left: on the 

road in Kangaroo Island; 

Southern Ocean Lodge 

seen from across the 

clifftop. Middle row, 

from left: the lodge’s 

Remarkable Suite; 

a kangaroo. Bottom row, 

from left: the Osprey 

Suite’s terrace; boardwalk 

leading to the Southern 

Ocean. Previous page: 

aerial view of Southern 

Ocean Lodge



YOU DON’T GET A SECOND CHANCE�TO�MAKE�A�lRST�IMPRESSION��OR�SO�THE�

SAYING�GOES��"UT�STANDING�IN�THE�CURVACEOUS�'REAT�2OOM�OF�THE�NEWLY�

RESURRECTED�3OUTHERN�/CEAN�,ODGE��A�NEARREPLICA�OF�ITS�FORMER�SELF��YOU�

WOULD�NEVER�KNOW�THAT�FOUR�YEARS�AGO�THIS�ECOLODGE�BURNT�TO�THE�GROUND��

LEAVING�ONLY�AN�APOCALYPTIC�PILE�OF�TANGLED�STEEL�AND�IRON��)N�THE�CORNER��

AN�ENORMOUS�RECLAIMEDMETAL�KANGAROO�CALLED�3UNSHINE��ONE�OF�THE�FEW�

SURVIVORS�OF�THE�BLAZE��STILL�WATCHES�OVER�ALL�THE�GOINGSON��

/UTSIDE��THE�SKELETON�EUCALYPTUS�TREES�ARE�THE�SCAR�TISSUE�OF�THE�

CATASTROPHIC�hBLACK�SUMMERv�BUSHlRES�OF�*ANUARY�������WHICH�ENGULFED�

!USTRALIA�IN�CURTAINS�OF�FASTMOVING�mAMES��KILLING�CLOSE�TO�A�BILLION�

NATIVE�ANIMALS�AND�RAZING�NEARLY�HALF�OF�+ANGAROO�)SLAND�TO�EMBERS��

INCLUDING�THIS�LUXURY�STAY��"UT�IN�THE�STILLCHARRED�FOREST��A�BLANKET�OF�

GREENERY�HAS�SPROUTED��SIGNALLING�THE�ISLAND�S�REGENERATION�AND�THE�

COMEBACK�OF�!USTRALIA�S�ICONIC�3OUTHERN�/CEAN�,ODGE��

7HEN�THE�ORIGINAL�ORBSHAPED�RETREAT�OPENED�IN������n�A�LOWLYING�

mYING�SAUCER�mOATING�ABOVE�THE�ISLAND�S�WILD�SOUTHWEST�COAST��WITH�

UNINTERRUPTED�LASTSTOPBEFORE!NTARCTICA�VIEWS�ACROSS�THE�3OUTHERN�

/CEAN�n�IT�WAS�THE�SECOND�PROJECT�FOR�"AILLIE�,ODGES��THE�lRST�WAS�

#APELLA�,ODGE�ON�,ORD�(OWE�)SLAND��WHICH�OPENED�IN�����	��4HE�

PROPERTY�WAS�ORIGINALLY�DEVELOPED�AND�OWNED�BY�HUSBANDANDWIFE�

DUO�*AMES�AND�(AYLEY�"AILLIE��(AYLEY��THE�DAUGHTER�OF�!USTRALIAN�

ENTREPRENEUR�$ICK�3MITH��WORKED�FOR�MORE�THAN�A�DECADE�ABOARD�

EXPEDITION�SHIPS��*AMES�WAS�THE�FOUNDING�MANAGING�DIRECTOR�OF�0�/�

!USTRALIAN�RESORTS��4HE�COUPLE�WENT�ON�TO�OPEN�,ONGITUDE������IN�5LURU�

AND�3ILKY�/AKS�,ODGE�IN�THE�$AINTREE��CREATING�A�PORTFOLIO�OF�LODGES�IN�

SOME�OF�THE�MOST�SPECTACULAR�LANDSCAPES�IN�!USTRALIA��EACH�DRENCHED�

IN�A�SENSE�OF�PLACE��!CCORDING�TO�(AYLEY��IT�WAS�HER�DAD�WHO�lRST�EYED�

THIS�NATURESOAKED�PARCEL�OF�LAND�n�CLOSE�TO�THE�VAST�&LINDERS�#HASE�

.ATIONAL�0ARK��WITH�GIDDYING�VIEWS�DOWN�LIMESTONE�CLIFFS�THAT�PLUNGE�

INTO�THE�WHITE�BEACHES�OF�(ANSON�"AY�AND�THE�POUNDING�OCEAN�n�AS�A�

POSSIBLE�LOCATION�FOR�A�BEACH�HOUSE��BACK�IN�THE�����S��

)N�!PRIL�������53�PRIVATE�EQUITY�GROUP�+3,�#APITAL�0ARTNERS�BOUGHT�

THE�ENTIRE�"AILLIE�,ODGES�PORTFOLIO��ADDING�#LAYOQUOT�7ILDERNESS�,ODGE�

IN�#ANADA��.EW�:EALAND�S�(UKA�,ODGE�AND��RECENTLY��A�TRIO�OF�#HILEAN�

EXPERIENTIAL�LUXURY�STAYS��4IERRA�(OTELS��.INE�MONTHS�AFTER�THE�ACQUISI

TION��3OUTHERN�/CEAN�,ODGE�BURNT�DOWN��+EEPING�THE�"AILLIES�ON�AS�

CREATIVE�DIRECTORS�AND�CONSULTANTS�WAS�A�SMART�MOVE��ENABLING�THE�BRAND�

TO�REBUILD�WITH�ITS�ORIGINAL�SPIRIT��

+ANGAROO�)SLAND�IS�!USTRALIA�S�THIRDLARGEST�ISLAND��"UT�WITH�MORE�

THAN����PER�CENT�OF�ITS�LAND�PROTECTED�IN�CONSER�VATION�PARKS�AND�NATURE�

RESERVES��HUMANITY�S�ENCROACHMENT�REMAINS�MINIMAL��4HE�LODGE�IS�THE�

SOFT�LANDING�OF�CHOICE�FOR�THE�h!USTRALIAN�'AL·PAGOSv��WITH�ITS�ABUNDANCE�

OF�ENDEMIC�AND�NATIVE�mORA�AND�FAUNA��INCLUDING�!USTRALIA�S�THIRD

BIGGEST�COLONY�OF�FRISKY�SEA�LIONS��WHICH�LOLL�ON�A�SUGARY�BEACH�NEARBY��

4HE�RETREAT�HAS�A�LIGHTTOUCH�SUSTAINABLE�$.!�THAT�INVOLVES�USING�LOCAL�

PRODUCTS��INGREDIENTS�AND�PEOPLE�AS�MUCH�AS�POSSIBLE��)T�S�BEEN�lERCELY�

LOYAL�TO�THIS�OUTLOOK�IN�EVERY�DETAIL�OF�3OUTHERN�/CEAN�,ODGE������-OST�

OF�THE�MENU�IS�HARVESTED�FROM�THE�ISLAND��WITH�THE�MAJORITY�OF�THE�SEAFOOD�

CAUGHT�IN�THE�SURROUNDING�WATERS��4HE�LODGE�WAS�REBUILT�BY�THE�ORIGINAL�

ARCHITECT��-AX�0RITCHARD��WHO�GREW�UP�ON�THE�ISLAND��(E�DESCRIBES�THIS�

COMMISSION�AS�BEING�GIVEN�A�hONCEINALIFETIME�OPPORTUNITY��TWICEv��4HE�

CREAMCOLOURED�LIMESTONE�FEATURE�WALL�THAT�RUNS�LIKE�A�BACKBONE�DOWN�

THE�LODGE�IS�BY�3COTT�7ILSON��A�+ANGAROO�)SLAND�RESIDENT��SHEEP�FARMER�

AND�STONEMASON��)T�MIMICS�THE�SURROUNDING�CLIFFS�AND�CLEVERLY�ETCHES�

THE�LODGE�INTO�THE�LANDSCAPE��4HE�GIANT�KANGAROO�SCULPTURE�THAT�LOOMS�

LARGE�OVER�THE�'REAT�2OOM�IS�BY�LOCAL�ARTIST�)NDIANA�*AMES��AND�IS�NOW�

JOINED�BY�A�METAL�LYREBIRD�CREATED�FROM�ITEMS�HE�AND�HIS�WIFE�,INDA�

FOUND�IN�THE�ASHES�FOLLOWING�THE�lRE��4HE�WHIMSICAL�TRIPTYCH�ARTWORK�

ABOVE�MY�BED��WHICH�DEPICTS�THE�NATURAL�HISTORY�OF�THE�AREA��IS�BY�

ANOTHER�LOCAL��*ANET�!YLIFFE��

+EEPING�A�SIMILAR�BLUEPRINT�TO�THE�ORIGINAL�INCARNATION�MEANT�

MAKING�ONLY�A�FEW�TWEAKS��ADJUSTING�ANGLES�AND�THE�ODD�UPGRADE�HERE�

AND�THERE��BUT�THE�NUMBER�OF�SUITES�HAS�EXPANDED�FROM����TO�����

%XTENDING�FROM�THE�MAIN�BUILDING�LIKE�A�GREYSLATE�TRAIN�CHUGGING�

DOWN�THE�EASTERN�EDGE�OF�THE�BLUFF��THE�GLASSFRONTED�SUITES�n�ALL�NAMED�

AFTER�SHIPWRECKS�ON�THE�ISLAND�n�HAVE�MIDCENTURY�MODERN�CURVES��

SUNKEN�LIVING�ROOMS�AND�lREPLACES��,IKE�THE�REST�OF�THE�LODGE��MUTED�

CLOTTEDCREAM�LIMESTONE�TILES�AND�RECYCLED�4ASMANIAN�BLACKWOOD�KEEP�

THINGS�FRESH�AND�SIMPLE��2EPOSITIONING�THE�SUITES�EVER�SO�SLIGHTLY�HAS�

BROUGHT�INTO�FOCUS�THE�WRAPAROUND�GLASS�WALLS�THAT�OPEN�TO�PRIVATE�

DECKS��FRESH�!NTARCTIC�WIND�AND��IN�THE�BIGGER�ONES��HEATED�PLUNGE�

POOLS��/N�THE�WESTERN�EDGE�OF�THE�LODGE��THE�SUPERSIZED�FOURBEDROOM�

/CEAN�0AVILION�SUITE�IS�A�NEW�ADDITION�THAT�SITS�LIKE�AN�AMPHITHEATRE�

WITH�TWO�INlNITY�POOLS��OUTDOOR�lREPLACES�AND�VIEWS�ACROSS�THE�COASTAL�

CLIFFS�AND�SEAFRONT�WILDERNESS��

4HE�DAY�BEFORE�ITS�OFlCIAL�OPENING��)�WAS�ONE�OF�THE�lRST�INSIDE�THE�

RESURRECTED�LODGE��4HE�NEW�3OUTHERN�3PA��WITH�ITS�TIMBERCLAD�SAUNA�

AND�DUAL�HOT�AND�COLD�PLUNGE�POOLS��WAS�NOT�YET�OPEN��BUT�IT�LOOKS�LIKE�

A�BLISSFUL�PLACE�TO�SPEND�A�FEW�HOURS�BEING�WRAPPED��SCRUBBED�AND�

�MASSAGED�IN�LOCAL�LAVENDER�AND�EUCALYPTUS��AND�HONEY�FROM�THE�ISLAND�S�

PRIZED�POSSESSION��THE�WORLD�S�ONLY�PURESTRAIN�,IGURIAN�BEE��)N�FRONT�OF�

THE�LODGE��THE�FORMER�SWATHE�OF�COASTAL�MALLEE�n�A�HIGHLY�mAMMABLE�

SPECIES�OF�NATIVE�TREE�n�HAS�BEEN�REPLACED�WITH�MORE�THAN��������

MORE�SENSIBLE�lRERETARDANT�PLANTS�ACROSS�THE�PROPERTY�S����ACRE�PRIVATE�

NATURAL�RESERVE��"UT�PERHAPS�THE�BIGGEST�UPGRADES��WHICH�WILL�GO�

�UNNOTICED�BY�THE�GUESTS��ARE�THE�CUTTINGEDGE�lRE�PROOlNG�MEASURES��

3TATEOFTHEART�SPRINKLER�DRENCHING�SYSTEMS��SPECIAL��MATERIALS�AND�

AUTOMATED�PROCEDURES�WILL�PROTECT�THE�RETREAT�AND�KEEP�IT�BOUNCING�INTO�

THE�FUTURE��,ONG�LIVE�3OUTHERN�/CEAN�,ODGE��AND�+ANGAROO�)SLAND��

WHERE TO STAY

THE LODGE IS A SOFT LANDING FOR THE “AUSTRALIAN GALAPAGOS”, WITH ITS 

ABUNDANCE OF FLORA AND FAUNA, INCLUDING A COLONY OF FRISKY SEA LIONS

BOOK IT Doubles from about £1,780; southernoceanlodge.com.au
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